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PBN Audio Montana EPS loudspeaker 

Most speakers don't come in 

heavy wooden crates — they 

come in cardboard cartons, 

two per box, light enough to be nicked 

under one ami and carried out to the 

car. Not so in HighEndLand, where the 

smallest minimonitor can test a healthy 

man's strength. There are plenty of 

good reasons for this cult of robustness, 

foremost among them structural stabili 

ty and the suppression of resonances. 

At 4'*' tall and 154 lbs. (70kg) each, 

PBN Audio's Montana EPS exemplifies 

extremism in die pursuit of solidity. Rap 

as hard as you will anywhere on the 

hexagonal cabinet — go ahead, bust 

your knuckles—and in response you'll 

get no more dian a muffled thud. The 

massive vertical walls and heavy internal 

bracing guarantee that you won't. Try 

waltzing it into place and you'll quickly 

find that baby steps are easier and safer. 

The heavy-construction theme contin 

ues throughout: steep-slope crossover net 

works packed with diick copper coils of 

low DC resistance; proprietary film-and-

foil capacitors bigger dian soup cans; and 

Monster Sigma M12 internal wiring feed 

ing die custom-built ScanSpcak drivers. 

The tweeter, a 1" fabric dome mated 

to a Revelator motor unit, is centered 

vertically between two long-throw mid-

range drivers, each with a 38mm fabric 

dome and a 4" Kcvlar cone. The twin 8" 
woofers sport stiff, heavily doped cones 

and massive magnets. A flared rectangu 

lar port near the bottom of the front 

baffle extends the bass as low (and as 
linearly) as designer Peter Noerback 

can take it. Four heavy-duty binding 

posts are inset on the back panel; 

threaded inserts in the plinth accept 

screw-in spikes. 

For all its mass, the EPS looks light on 

its feet, especially if finished in the flaw 

less blond veneers of the two pairs that 

lived with me for months on end—one 

in bird's-eye maple, the other in pecan. 

An easily removable black grille graces 

the front panel's full length. Like most 

loudspeakers, the EPS sounds a tad 

more open and airy with the grille off, 

but more often than not I preferred to 

leave them on because I found the yel 

low Kevlar midrange cones visually dis 

tracting—they interfered with my con 

centration on the music. 

Setup 

The loudspeaker's 92dH sensitivity rat 

ing means it will play quite loudly with 

an amplifier in the 20-50W region. 

Even in a very large room, lOOWpc is 

totally adequate. The EPS was comfort 

able with everything from a 20Wpc 

NAD receiver to a pair of Threshold 

T-100 amplifiers in fully bridged mono-

block mode (180W each). 
When he sets his speakers up in a lis 

tening room, PBN's Noerbaek begins 

by placing the speakers about 2' from 

the back wall and about 7' apart. He 

then toes them in, finding the proper 

angle by extending the horizontal plane 

of the front baffle to intersect the out 
side rear corner of the other speaker. 

(Tliis is easy to do with a length of string 

and a couple of pieces of tape.) Once 

the speakers are so positioned, they can 

be moved a little at a time until the opti 

mum imaging is found. 

In my room, I was able to get the 

Montanas relatively close to the rear 

wall without inducing any boomincss. I 

found that a horizontal separation of 

about 6.5' between the inside front cor- PBN Montana EPS loudspeaker 

Description: Three-way, reflex-loaded, 

floorstanding loudspeaker. Drive-units 

(all ScanSpeak): one 1" fabric-dome 

tweeter, two 4" Kevlar midrange 

cones, two 8" woofers. Crossover 

points: 300Hz, 3kHz. Crossover slopes: 

24dB/odave. Frequency response: Not 

specified Sensitivity: 92dB/2.83V/m. 

Impedance: 4 ohms (3-11 ohms). 

Dimensions: 53.75" H by 14.25" W by 

15" D. Weight: 154 lbs. (70kg) each. 

Finishes: approximately 20 natural 

wood veneers; lacquer on special 

request 

Serial numbers of units reviewed: 

97357,97358,970326,970327. 

Price: S7995/pair; might be slightly 

higher for custom finishes. Approxi 

mate number of dealers: 15. 

Manufacturer: Montana Loudspeak 

ers, a division of PBN Audio, 1015 La 

Mesa Avenue, Spring Valley, CA 

91977. Tel: (619) 465-6450, (619) 

440-8237. Fax: (619) 465-6479. Web: 

www.pbnaudio.com. 












